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Name:
Partner’s Name:
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What are you thinking about this book so far?

A Written Conversation About  
The Fantastic Undersea Life of 
Jacques Cousteau

My thoughts: 

My partner’s response: 

My response: 

My partner’s response: 
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Excerpt from The Fantastic 
Undersea Life of Jacques 
Cousteau

Name:

Growing up in France, little Jacques was a weak and sickly boy. Doctors 

encouraged him to swim to build up his strength. He discovered that he 

loved the water. 

Excerpt from The Fantastic Undersea Life of Jacques Cousteau by Dan Yaccarino, text copyright © 2009 by Dan Yaccarino. Used by permission 
of Dragonfly Books, an imprint of Random House Children’s Books, a division of Penguin Random House LLC. All rights reserved. 
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Create a double-entry journal. Label the left-hand section Traits and 
the right-hand section Motivations. Use this double-entry journal to 

record your group’s thinking about Jacques Cousteau.

Notes About Jacques Cousteau Name:
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“The sea, once it casts its spell, holds one in its net of wonder forever.”

“It fascinated me to do something that seemed impossible.”

“The best way to observe a fish is to become a fish.”

“When one man, for whatever reason, has the opportunity to lead an 
extraordinary life, he has no right to keep it to himself.”

Write About a Quote in  
The Fantastic Undersea Life of 
Jacques Cousteau

Read the quotes below. Choose the quote you like the best and circle it. 
On the lines below, write what you think the quote means and how  

it adds to your understanding of Jacques Cousteau.

Name:

Excerpt from The Fantastic Undersea Life of Jacques Cousteau by Dan Yaccarino, text copyright © 2009 by Dan Yaccarino. Used by permission 
of Dragonfly Books, an imprint of Random House Children’s Books, a division of Penguin Random House LLC. All rights reserved. 
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80 Moving Mountains from TIME for Kids. © 2020 TIME USA LLC. All rights reserved. Used under license.
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 81Moving Mountains from TIME for Kids. © 2020 TIME USA LLC. All rights reserved. Used under license.
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Moving Mountains from TIME for Kids. © 2020 TIME USA LLC. All rights reserved. Used under license.
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Choose one innovator from the article “Moving Mountains” to write about. 
Read the section of the article about that innovator, and then write about the 
innovator below. Include the innovator’s name, what they did, their traits and 

motivations, and why you think what they did is important.

Notes About “Moving 
Mountains”

Name:
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Choose two innovators that we have discussed to compare. Write about  
ways that they are the same and ways that they are different.  

Remember to use evidence from the texts to support your thinking.

My Thinking About Innovators Name:
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Write the title of the text and the author’s name. Write which reading strategy 
you used and how they helped you better understand what you read.

Write About A Reading Strategy Name:
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What are you thinking about the story?

A Written Conversation About  
A Computer Called Katherine

Name:
Partner’s Name:

My thoughts: 

My partner’s response: 

My response: 

My partner’s response: 
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Create a double-entry journal. Label the left-hand section Traits and 
the right-hand section Motivations. Use this double-entry journal to 

record your group’s thinking about Katherine Johnson.

Notes About Katherine Johnson Name:
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Name:

Excerpts from A Computer Called Katherine by Suzanne Slade. Copyright © 2019 by Suzanne Slade. Reprinted by permission 
of Little, Brown and Company, Inc.

A Time Line from A Computer 
Called Katherine
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My thoughts: 

My partner’s response: 

My response: 

My partner’s response: 

What do you think is an important lesson you can learn from the innovators  
we have studied that you can apply to your own life? Why do you think that?

A Written Conversation About 
Themes

Name:
Partner’s Name:
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Write about ways innovators can make a difference in people’s lives. Be sure  
to use evidence from the texts we have read to support your thinking.

Ways Innovators Can Make a 
Difference in People’s Lives

Name:
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Name:

Write the name of the subject of your biography.  
Then write notes for each of the sections of the biography.

Subject of the biography: 

Orientation: 

Series of events: 

Evaluation: 

My Biography Outline 1
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Name:
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Name of the Innovator: 

1.  What are the traits of this innovator? What are some words to describe this person?

2.	What are some important events in this person’s life?

3.	What are some important places for this innovator? If you were to write a biography 
of this person, where would the setting be? Why is that setting important?

4.	Why is the innovator you chose important? What are the reasons this innovator is 
important?

Notes About an Innovator

Write the name of the innovator you researched on the line below.  
Read the questions and write a few notes on the lines below each question.  

You will use these notes to create an outline for a biography. 
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Name:

Write the name of the subject of your biography.  
Then write notes for each of the sections of the biography.

Subject of the biography: 

Orientation: 

Series of events: 

Evaluation: 

My Biography Outline 2
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