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Stop 1

Stop 2

Stop 3

Stop 4

Name:Stop and Ask Questions About 
Tani’s Search for the Heart 1
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Divide the page into four sections. Label the sections Stop 1, Stop 2, Stop 3, and 
Stop 4. At each stop write your questions in the appropriate section.

Name:Stop and Ask Questions About 
Tani’s Search for the Heart 2
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Divide the page into three sections. Label the sections Stop 1, Stop 2, and Stop 3. 
At each stop write your questions in the appropriate section.

Name:Stop and Ask Questions About 
“The Egyptian Myth of Isis and the 
Seven Scorpions”
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Write the title and author of your book. Divide the page 
into five sections. Label the sections Before Reading, 

Stop 1, Stop 2, Stop 3, and Stop 4. At each stop write your 
questions in the appropriate section. 

Name:Stop and Ask Questions About 
My Independent Reading Book
Title:   	      Author: 
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	• Satchmo picked up the book.

	• Satchmo tossed the book.

	• Satchmo caught the book.

	• Satchmo thought Mr. Jerry’s dog looked big.

	• Satchmo thought Mr. Jerry’s dog looked husky.

	• Satchmo thought Mr. Jerry’s dog looked like a monster.

Combine the information in each set of sentences into one sentence.

Name:Sentences About Satchmo
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Name:

Excerpts from “Satchmo’s Master Plan” from Look Both Ways: A tale told in ten blocks by Jason Reynolds. Text copyright  
© 2019 by Jason Reynolds. Reprinted with the permission of Atheneum Books for Young Readers, an imprint of  
Simon & Schuster Children’s Publishing Division. All rights reserved.

Excerpt from “Satchmo’s Master 
Plan”
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Write about the inferences you can make from the illustrations from 
Tani’s Search for the Heart. Be sure to include the clues you used from 

the illustration to make your inferences.

Name:My Inferences About Tani’s 
Search for the Heart
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“Amazing Auntie Anne” from I Remember: Poems and Pictures of Heritage by Cynthia Leitich Smith. Copyright © 2019 by 
Cynthia Leitich Smith. Used by permission of Lee & Low Books.

“Huge news!
Great Auntie Anne is coming!”

I knew her through Story, only Story.
Grew up at the Indian School, back in the dust-bowl days.
Took blame, punishment to spare other children.
Planned to escape.
Stayed because baby brother was too little to run.

She’s all everybody can talk about.
“A millionaire!”
“Flat broke.”
“College girl, nurse.”
“Owns a grocery store.”
“A chain of grocery stores!”
“No, an air-conditioning company.”
“Speaks English. Mvskoke.”
“Spanish too!”
“Spied for the US during the big war.”
“A spy!”
“In Mexico!”
Mexico?

Today’s the day!
Jello salad, pork, and blue dumplings,
broccoli-cheese-rice casserole.
Auntie arrives!
Waving out her window, blaring the Cadillac horn.

“My baby brother’s baby!” she exclaims.
Girl-hero, wartime-nurse, maybe spy-millionaire.
Thrilled to meet me. Me!
She’s known me through Story, only Story.
As I’ve known Great Auntie Anne through Story.

Until now.

Now.

As we’ll meet through true Story.

“Amazing Auntie Anne”
by Cynthia Leitich Smith

Name:
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“La visita” from I Remember: Poems and Pictures of Heritage by Margarita Engle. Copyright © 2019 by Margarita Engle. 
Used by permission of Lee & Low Books.

When Abuelita visits
time seems to stop.
I begin to feel like a wise old cubana,
while she becomes young and American
as we trade our grandmother
granddaughter
two-country
stories.
Sitting side by side, we embroider
colorful stitches on circles
of soft, dream-filled cloth.
Inside my stiff embroidery hoop, a wilderness
of messy flowers starts to grow, the edges
sloppy, because needles are slippery
and my fingers feel too small
for perfection.
¡Perfecto! Abuelita says with a smile
to show that she’s happy I tried.
I wait to see if she’s going to follow
the island tradition of turning cloth over
to witness and judge any lumpy knots
or stray strands at the back
of a young girl’s jumbled
stitches.
Instead, she just gives me a hug
and lets me speak of modern things
that make me sound wise
in a youthful
new-country
way.
When Abuelita visits
all the way from Cuba
both of us stroll
through gardens
of distance
embroidered
by time.

“La visita”
by Margarita Engle

Name:
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Create a double-entry journal. Label the left section What I Read 
and the right section What I Inferred. Use the double-entry journal 

to record your thinking about “La visita.”

Name:Double-Entry Journal About “La 
visita”
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Name:Notes About Wangari Maathai
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My Visualizations About Wangari 
Maathai

Write about what you visualized as you listened to the first passage.

Write about what you visualized as you listened to the second passage.

Name:
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	• “Trees are living symbols of peace and hope.”

	• “To the young people I say, you are a gift to your communities 
and indeed the world. You are our hope and our future.”

Read the two quotes below. Choose one of the quotes and 
circle it. Write what you think it means and how it adds to 

your understanding of Wangari Maathai.

Name:My Thoughts About a Quote 
from Wangari Maathai
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Name:What I Know About Wangari 
Maathai and the Green Belt 
Movement

Before Reading After Reading

Write what you think about Wangari Maathai and the 
Green Belt Movement on the lines below.
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How to Find Main Ideas Name:

I identify the  
TOPIC by  

previewing  
the text.

I identify  
IMPORTANT 

IDEAS.
I identify 

MAIN IDEAS.

To preview an article, I read the 
title, section headings, and text 
features.

To preview a book, I read the 
front and back cover and table 
of contents.

To identify important ideas, 
I read each section, and ask:

Q   What do the headings tell  
me about the topic?

Q     What information in each  
section is important to 
remember? What is interesting 
but not as important?

Based on the important ideas 
I identified, I ask:

Q   What do I think is a main 
idea?

Topic: what a text or section 
of text is about

Important ideas: ideas that 
are important to remember 
about the topic of a text or 
section of text

Supporting details: details, 
examples, and descriptions that 
tell more about an important idea

Main idea: what the author 
wants readers to know about 
the topic of a text or section 
of text
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Notes About Environmental 
Activist: Wangari Maathai
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	• Animals use trees for food.

	• Animals use trees for shelter.

Read the sentences in each box. Combine the information from the two 
sentences into one sentence and write it on the lines provided.

	• The Green Belt Movement planted millions of trees.

	• The Green Belt Movement empowered thousands of Kenyan 
women.

Name:Sentences About Wangari 
Maathai and the Green Belt 
Movement
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Read the excerpt below. Draw one line under an important idea 
in this passage. Draw two lines under a supporting detail that 

supports the important idea.

Name:

Excerpts from Environmental Activist Wangari Maathai by Jennifer Swanson. Text copyright © 2018 by Jennifer Swanson. 
Reprinted with the permission of Lerner Publishing Group, Inc. All rights reserved.

THE GREEN BELT MOVEMENT
Maathai began a massive reforestation program called the Green Belt 
Movement in 1977. She involved women living in rural villages. She 
taught them how to plant trees with the goal of reforesting Kenya. They 
started small, growing seedlings in a nursery. As the trees grew, they were 
replanted throughout the country.

Maathai got help from women all around Kenya. The Green Belt 
Movement paid them for every tree they planted. Not only did the program 
help plant millions of trees, but it also brought money to the villages. The 
people had fresh water and firewood again, and the money helped families 
grow and thrive.

Excerpt 2 from Environmental 
Activist: Wangari Maathai
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